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Nobody comes from a place without women
(Ane Landfald, 2017)
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Nobody comes from a place without women

However, when we study cities, places and museums based on the memory landscape that honours
important people and events, the stories about women are fewer and often less significant than

stories about men.

Why are roads, places, and public monuments mostly named after men, and museums predominantly
structured according to a patriarchal narrative?

How does this affect our understanding of our common collective identity and cultural heritage?
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Dagny Juel (1867-
1901)

Educated pianist who also wrote poetry
and plays

Worked as translator and curator for the
great male artists of her time - e.g.
Edvard Munch and August Strindberg

Part of the bohemian artists group
around turn of 1900 — mainly
Berlin/Poland

Married to Polish writer Stanislaw
Przybyszewski

Life ended tragically in 1901 when she
was shot by family friend Wladyslaw
Emeryk in Thbilisi, Georgia

Kunnskap om fortid -
engasjement i samtid!



Founded in the 1980’s — opened in 1995

* Purpose: collecting, studying and disseminating the history and culture of
Norwegian women. It had a clear feminist approach and an emancipatory vision

“to contribute to a better development of society”.

* Academic influence: Emerging academic fields of women’s history (now:
women'’s and gender history) and interdisciplinary women'’s studies (now: gender

studies) whose early goal was to increase women'’s visibility and status.

» Goal: Raise awareness of the absence of women and perspectives on women'’s

history in Norwegian museums. Making the invisible visible.
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Two different positions

 First, to establish proper women’s museums where staff and visitors can focus exclusively on women’s
history and culture (“A room of one’s own”)

* The second approach was to change existing practices within established museums.

* These dual, internal and external functions of the women’s museum can be related to the conclusion drawn
by Kari Gaarder Losnedahl, the first scholar in Norway to specifically research gender and museums. In 1993
she argued that museums need to take two approaches to render their collections more gender equitable.
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2020: 25t
anniversary

Mona Holm and Thea Aarbakke
published an article in ICOM
(International council of museums) in the
issue about Museums and Gender.

“There she goes again: A project on
Gender representation in Norwegian
Museum’s Collections and Exhibition
practices.”

A collaboration with members of the
Norwegian Museum Network for
Women'’s History. (Established 2004)
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There she goes again...
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Norway — the land of «gender equality»
Has this development led to an increased focus on women'’s history in museums?

The issue was raised at the 2018 meeting in the Museum Network for Women'’s History, the
first meeting after the conscious raising #MelToo movement. The network saw an opportunity

to mobilise since patriarchal power structures were again on the agenda.

There she goes again: A project to develop a methodology to help Norwegian museums
become more gender democratic, both in terms or curatorial work with their collections and
their exhibitions. — supported by the Art Council Norway’s programme «Museums and their
Societal Role 2018-2020»



There she goes again...

* Research was conducted in three different areas:
* Museum’s strategic documents/Museum practices/Museum self-reflections

 All three areas pointed in the same direction: There is a considerable gender gap
in Norwegian museums. Men are still considered the universal subject, while
women are frequently understood in narrowly genderted terms, or put into the
«diversity» category. Often women are left out entirely, misplaced, or forgotten in

museum exhibitions.
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Thea Aarbakke, Mona Pedersen, Mona Holm.
«Museum tools.» A practical approach to identifying and implementing gender perspectives in collections and exhibition practices.
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New project in progress:
The value of gender in a museum hierarchy

* Phase two; The value of gender in a museum hierarchy

* The objective is to develop courses and methods to help implement

women and gender perspectives in all aspects of working in a museum.
* Funding secured from The Arts Council Norway

* Seven museums & Kilden participating.
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What obejcts would you put in a
women’s museum?

Collection:
Tangible and non tangible culture
Objects and contexts

Collecting stories
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Women’s museums around the World

Map

Japan
outh Korea

~“Papua New
Guinea

Australia

New
Zealand

Map key:

Physical museums

Kunnskap om fortid -
engasjement i samtid!

Satellite

; Virtual museumsi’

¥
‘enezuela
R Colgnibia
\

Brazil
ru

Bo) 'iia

Argentina

; Initiativ ; (Organizatid

Greenland

2 L4
;©nue Nort

Iraq
Algeria Libya E
audi Arabia
Niger Sui

Chad
igeria Ethiopia
“*DRC Kenya
Tanzania
Angola
N.
RIS Madagascar
South Botsw!

South Africa

Kazakhst

fghani:
Pakista Pt

Russia

Mongolia

Ve

Chin! Q Kore
Thag

Indonesia
Guinea

Australia

Keyboard shortcuts

~“Papua New

New
Zealand

Map data ©2021

100 museums, 21 of them virtual, 47 initiatives (01/2021)

Terms of Use



Internationql Association
of Women's Museums

2012

Alice Springs
Australia
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Gorée/Senegal
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AW

International Association
of Women's Museums



www.kvinnemuseet.no
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http://www.kvinnemuseet.no/

AWM

. International Association
Kvinnemuseet of Women's Museums
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